H5222

Washington State Department of
Health, from 2012 to 2016, almost 300
people in my Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict died from an opioid-related death.
These alarming statistics demonstrate
the desperate need for the 35 bills we
passed this week in regard to this cri-
sis.

I recently hosted an opioid summit in
my district where I heard from con-
stituents, Federal officials, law en-
forcement, and health professionals
about the impacts this epidemic has in
central Washington. One constituent
bravely shared the story of her son,
Eli.

Eli was exposed to opioids in high
school. He struggled with recovery, and
despite support from his family, it was
difficult to find help. His addiction did
not let him live out his full potential,
and he ultimately passed away in 2014
at the age of 22 years old.

Unfortunately, there are many more
stories like Eli’s. We must put an end
to this epidemic which is why I am
proud to support the important legisla-
tion Congress is working on. By im-
proving access to treatment, preven-
tion practices, and law enforcement,
we are saving lives.

————
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DACA

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, normally
at this time the majority leader and I
do a colloquy. We do a colloquy to dis-
cuss the schedule for the week to come.
My suspicion is they don’t know what
the schedule is for the week to come
because they were going to offer two
immigration bills to undermine the
proposal that so many have made to
have four alternatives on DACA avail-
able for the people’s House to speak for
the people.

We are noting today 6 years since
President Obama put into place protec-
tion for DACA protectees. Mr. Speaker,
86 percent of the American people sup-
port doing just that, and the President
asked this House to act. Mr. AGUILAR
and Mr. HURD in a bipartisan way—ev-
erybody says to the public: Yes, we
want to work in a bipartisan way—
well, the majority had the opportunity
to do it, and they have retreated from
that responsibility and that assertion.

I lament the fact that we have not
acted as the President asked us to on
protecting DACA. They are Americans
in everything but paper.

———

5.7 MILLION AMERICANS ARE
LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, June is Alzheimer’s and
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Brain Awareness Month. Alzheimer’s is
the sixth leading cause of death in the
United States.

There is no effective treatment, no
means of prevention, and no method
for slowing the progression of the dis-
ease. Sadly, one in three seniors will
die with the disease.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 5.7 million
Americans are living with Alzheimer’s
disease. By 2050 this number is pro-
jected to rise to nearly 14 million
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, every 65 seconds, some-
one in the United States develops this
disease. This is unacceptable. Alz-
heimer’s not only has a devastating
impact on those who are diagnosed
with the disease, but also their care-
givers and loved ones.

More than 16 million Americans pro-
vide unpaid care to those living with
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. In
2017 these caregivers provided an esti-
mated 18.4 billion hours of care.

Mr. Speaker, the time to act is now.
Let’s join the fight; let’s take the
pledge to raise awareness about Alz-
heimer’s disease and to never stop
searching for a cure.

————
DACA

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 6 years
ago today, DACA provided a shining
light for hundreds of thousands of
young Dreamers from all across this
country to come out from the shadows
and live freely without fear in a nation
that for many has been the only home
they have ever known.

These are people who were brought
here as young children through no
choice of their own, but no longer.
Now, since DACA was rescinded, their
status and future hang in limbo with
great uncertainty. Their futures and
dreams are put on hold as those fears
of being ripped from their families and
deported to strange, foreign countries
has reentered their lives.

We cannot afford to wait another
day. The vast majority of Americans
support Congress passing a final solu-
tion, a permanent solution, for these
Dreamers. The majority of Congress
supports finding a permanent solution
for these Dreamers.

Let’s stand together, work for the
good of the people in this country, and
pass a solution for these young people
all across the country.

——
ROSES TO THE LIVING AWARD

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Hank Leo and
Amanda Larson, members of the Onei-
da Rotary Club. Hank and Amanda
both recently received the Roses to the
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Living Award at the Kallet Civic Cen-
ter. This award is given to Rotarians
who have demonstrated exceptional
commitment to the community
through good works and involvement
in needy and worthy causes. This dedi-
cation and devotion to community em-
bodies the spirit of the Rotary motto:
Service Above Self.

In 2002, Ms. Larson was nominated as
president and chief executive officer of
what is now The Gorman Foundation,
an organization dedicated to improving
the quality of life for present and fu-
ture generations in central New York
and around the world. Amanda has
worked diligently to ensure that access
to healthcare for uninsured and under-
served citizens is obtained. Many of
these people had not had the oppor-
tunity to even meet with a doctor or
medical professional for many years.

In addition to his tireless work at the
YMCA, Hank Leo has lent his helping
hand to all of the Oneida community
and throughout the region for many
years. He has served as a member of
the Oneida City School District Board
of Education for 5 years and as a mem-
ber of the Oneida Healthcare Founda-
tion Board of Directors for several
years.

In June of 2013, when many Oneida
residences suffered devastating losses
due to flooding, it was Hank who im-
mediately offered the YMCA’s Oneida
facility as a place to stay for those who
needed shelter.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in ex-
tending sincere thanks and gratitude
to Amanda Larson and Hank Leo for
their unparalleled contributions to our
community. They truly embody the
Rotary motto of Service Above Self.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRETT
SCHWANBECK

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Brett
Schwanbeck. Brett attended the Route
91 festival in Las Vegas on October 1.
Brett was a retired truck driver who
was engaged to be married to his
fiancee, Anna.

Brett was a father of three and a
grandfather of five. He was a kind and
loving man who treasured the time he
spent with his family. Brett loved lake
trips, family gatherings, hunting, and
camping. His favorite thing to do was
go out into the middle of the woods and
purposely get lost. Brett would do any-
thing for anyone who needed help. His
family remembers Brett as being
funny, generous, and full of joy.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Brett’s family and friends.
Please know that the city of Las
Vegas, the State of Nevada, and the
whole country grieve with you.
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